a.) 



Amendments to the Claims 



Claims 1-2 (Cancelled) 

' X (Previously Amended) An isolated DNA, comprising the nucleotide 
sequence represented by SEQ ID N0:1. 



Claim 4 (Cancelled) 



^ y, (Currently Amended) A recombinant DNA which comprises a vector 



and the DNA according to claims 3 or 4 claim X 



3^ 



(Original) A transformant obtained by introducing the recombinant 



DNA according to claimXinto a host cell. 



Claims 7-9 (Cancelled) 



I (Currently Amended) A diagnostic method for detecting an IgA 
nephropathy in a patient, comprising: 

selecting an oligonucleotide comprising a 15 mer portion of the 
nucleotide sequence o f DNA s e lec te d f ro m tlic gr o up c o nsis t ing o f DNA c o mprising tltc 
nucle ot i de s equ e n ce represented by SEQ ID NO: 1 an d BNA wliich hybridi g e s with the 
nucle o tide sequence represen t ed by SEQ ID NO: 1 mider stringent c o nditions ; 

"3- 



selecting an oligonucleotide comprising a 1 5 mer portion of a the 
nucleotide sequence complementary to DNA selected fr o m tlie g ro u p c c nsisting o f DNA 
c o mprising the nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 1 and DNA which 
hybiidizcs with the nucle ot ide sequence re p resented by SEQ ID NO: 1 under stiingent 
c on d i t i o ns ; 

using said oligonucleotides in a reversc-transcription-polymerase 
chain reaction to detect mRNA corresponding to the nucleotide sequence represented by 
SEQ ID NO: 1; and 

determining an IgA nephropathy in said patient based on a result of 
said reverse-transcription-polymerase chain reaction. 

jK, (Currently Amended) A diagnostic method for detecting an IgA 
nephropathy in a patient, comprising: 

selecting an oligonucleotide comprising a 15 mer portion of a the 
nucleotide sequence complementary to DNA selected fr o m the gioup consisting o f DNA 
c o mp r ising the nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 1 and DNA which 
hybridiz e s with t he nucle o tide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO : 1 unde r stringent 
c o nditi o ns ; 

using said olignucleotide in a Northern blot to detect mRNA 
corresponding to the nucleotide sequence represented by SEQ ID NO: 1 ; and 



determining an IgA nephropathy in said patient based on a result of 

said Northern blot. 



Claims 12-29 (Cancelled) 



